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Town  of  Magrath 

(Revised  September,  1960) 


1.  LOCATION 

Section  26-5-22-W4  in  Census  Division  No.  2.  This  location  is  on  High- 
way No.  5 and  at  mile  37  on  the  Lethbridge  - Cardston  - Hillspring  branch  of 
the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway. 


2.  ALTITUDE 

3,218  feet  Latitude  45/25N  Longitude  112/53W 

3.  TEMPERATURE 

Average  summer  - 58 °F 
Average  winter  - 30 °F 
Average  annual  - 42  °F 

4.  RAINFALL 

Average  annual  rainfall  - 10.06" 

Average  annual  snowfall  - 53.3" 

Average  annual  total  precipitation  - 15.39" 

Note:  These  averages  cover  a period  of  15  years. 

5.  GEOLOGY 

The  bedrock  of  this  area  is  a dark  grey  marine  shale  which  is  assigned 
to  the  Bearpaw  Formation  of  Upper  Cretaceous  Age.  These  shales  contain 
some  bentonitic  material  and  comparatively  large  quantities  of  salts.  This 
latter  feature  makes  the  Bearpaw  Formation  generally  unsuitable  as  a water 
horizon. 


6.  SOIL 

Magrath  is  in  a Dark  Brown  soil  zone  which  is  described  as  follows: 

Profile: 

In  the  normal  profile,  the  surface  (A)  horizon  averages  about  7 inches 
in  depth  and  is  dark  brown  in  color.  The  B horizon  is  brownish,  and  the 
lime  layer  (Bca)  is  found  usually  at  depths  of  20  to  24  inches  below  the 
surface.  In  this  zone  as  in  other  zones,  the  B horizon,  having  received  some 
finer  materials  from  the  A,  is  usually  somewhat  heavier  and  more  compact 
than  the  A horizon. 


Fertility: 

Moisture  continues  to  be  the  principal  limiting  factor  in  crop  produc- 
tion. Soils  in  this  zone  are  relatively  low  in  nitrogen  and  organic  matter, 
but,  are  higher  in  these  constituents  than  soils  of  the  brown  zone. 
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Vegetation: 

Chiefly  short  grass  prairie.  The  grass  makes  a denser  cover  and  taller 
growth  than  in  the  brown  zone. 

Land  Use: 

Only  the  better  soil  types  can  be  considered  arable.  The  remainder 
generally  is  good  pastureland.  Wheat  is  grown  almost  to  the  exclusion  of 
all  other  crops.  Cropping  practices  must  provide  for  conservation  of  moisture 
and  control  of  soil  drifting.  The  best  quality  wheat  in  the  province  is  grown 
in  this  and  the  other  grassland  zones. 


7.  HISTORY 


The  town  was  named  in  honour  of  Charles  Alexander  Magrath,  member 
of  the  Northwest  Council  of  the  Canadian  Government  representing  the  Leth- 
bridge district. 


The  land  in  the  Magrath  area  was  first  surveyed  in  1884  and  the 
townsite  in  1903.  Magrath  was  incorporated  as  a village  on  August  20,  1901, 
and  as  a town  on  July  24,  1907. 

In  1890  a subsidiary  of  the  North  West  Coal  and  Navigation  Company, 
which  was  called  The  Great  Falls  and  Canada  Railway  Company,  completed 
200  miles  of  narrow  gauge  railway  from  Lethbridge  to  Great  Falls,  Mont.,  and 
a branch  line  from  Stirling  to  Spring  Coulee  via  Magrath.  The  first  train 
arrived  in  the  town  on  October  17,  1900.  The  Canadian  Pacific  Railway 
took  control  in  1912. 


In  1898  work  began  on  the  construction  of  the  irrigation  canals  and 
just  after  the  turn  of  the  century,  water  was  being  spread  over  farms  in  the 
Magrath  district.  It  was  in  1922  that  the  residents  of  the  Magrath  area  voted 
in  favour  of  organizing  an  irrigation  district,  which  was  approved  by  Min- 
isterial Order  on  June  2,  1924.  This  covers  an  area  of  17,942  acres.  One 


A view  of  a portion  of  the  main  street 
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man  who  did  outstanding  work  to  make  the  M.I.D.  a success  was  Christian 
Jensen.  He  was  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  for  many  years,  and 
his  services  have  been  recognized  by  naming  the  dam  and  reservoir,  which 
is  located  south  of  town,  in  his  honour. 

In  1900  a meeting  was  held  to  consider  the  possibilities  of  providing 
schools  for  children.  The  first  school  was  held  in  a room  over  a general 
store,  with  the  first  teacher  being  Z.  W.  Jacobs. 

The  first  hospital  which  started  operations  in  1940,  had  12  beds  and 
was  located  in  a converted  house.  A new  hospital  was  built  during  1950 
and  1951. 

The  Magrath  Woollen  Mill  was  established  in  1939  and  is  at  present 
closed. 

The  Alberta  Canning  Company  began  operations  in  1944,  and  the 
local  sash  and  door  factory  started  in  1949. 


8.  LIVING  CONDITIONS 

Magrath  is  called  by  many  persons  the  "Garden  City  of  the  South." 
The  homes  are  beautifully  landscaped  with  trees,  flower  gardens  and  vege- 
table gardens.  The  land  west  and  south  of  the  town  is  rolling,  while  east 
and  north  is  flat  prairie. 

For  the  sportsman  there  is  good  hunting  for  ducks  and  upland  game 
birds  as  well  as  pheasant.  Deer  and  elk  hunting  can  be  had  forty  miles 
west,  just  east  of  the  Waterton  Park  boundary. 

Sports  facilities  include  a swimming,  pool,  covered  curling  rink  with 
two  sheets  of  artificial  ice,  open  air  hockey  and  skating  rink,  nine  hole  golf 
course  and  a large  auditorium  in  the  high  school  for  basketball,  gymnastics, 
drama,  etc. 

The  town  population  is  around  1,370,  with  people  mostly  from  the 
United  States.  Rent  for  an  average  five  room  house  is  around  $60.00  per 
month. 


Excellent  schools  teach  Grades  1 to  12  and  five  churches  serve  the 
spiritual  needs  of  the  community. 


9.  ADMINISTRATION 

The  town  is  governed  by  a mayor  and  six  councillors.  The  mayor  is 
elected  for  a two-year  term,  and  two  councillors  each  year  for  a three-year 
term.  The  secretary-treasurer  administers  the  town's  affairs  in  accordance 
with  the  policy  set  by  the  council. 


10.  LAW  ENFORCEMENT 

The  town  hires  one  police  constable. 

Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police:  1 constable  polices  the  rural  area. 

Building  Regulations  - The  National  Building  Code  is  used.  Plans  for 
all  new  buildings,  repairs  for  buildings  or  removal  of  buildings  must  be  ap- 
proved by  council. 
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Electrical  installations  must  comply  with  the  Alberta  Electrical  Pro- 
tection Act. 

Sanitary  installations  must  comply  with  the  Provincial  Health  Regu- 
lations. 

11.  FIRE  PROTECTION 

The  fire  brigade  consists  of  a fire  chief  and  10  volunteer  firemen. 

Equipment 

One  350  GPM  Pumper 

800  feet  2lA  inch  hose 

50  feet  IV2  inch  hose 

One  24  foot  extension  ladder 

Boots,  helmets,  coats,  crowbar,  axes,  etc. 

Water  is  obtained  from  two  wells  and  is  pumped  into  a 5,000-gallon 
reservoir  and  into  the  water  mains. 

There  are  8 fire  hydrants  conveniently  located  throughout  the  town. 

12.  TAX  STRUCTURE 

1960  Net  Assessment 

Land,  100%  of  fair  value  $ 180,076 

Improvements,  100%  of  fair  value  . 1,116,780 

Business  123,020 

Power  33,400 

Total  Assessment  $1,453,276 

Mill  Rate:  Municipal  12,  School  35,  Hospital  3.  Total  50  mills. 

13.  AREAS 

Area  of  Town  - 1,270  acres 
Streets  and  Lanes  - 110  acres 
Parks  and  Playgrounds  - 15  acres 
Miles  of  Streets,  Roads  and  Lanes: 


Gravel  Improved  Earth  Total 


Provincial  Main 

3.25 

3.25 

Streets  and  Roads 

4.00 

5.00 

9.00 

Lanes  and  Alleys 

2.00 

2.00 

Total  Miles  

14.25 

14.  SEWER  AND  WATER  MAIN  MILEAGE 

Storm  sewers  - nil 
Sanitary  sewers  - 3.2  miles 
Water  mains  - 3.2  miles 


15.  POWER 


Three  phase  60  cycle  power  is  supplied  by  Calgary  Power  Limited  at 
the  following  rates: 

Domestic  Rate 

Minimum  charge  for  20  KWH  or  less  per  month  - $2.30  net. 

All  over  20  KWH  per  month  - 1.5c  net  per  KWH. 

Commercial  Rate 

Service  charge  - First  V2  KW  - 30c 
Each  additional  lA  KW  - 10c 

Energy  charge  - First  50  KWH  per  month  -10c  per  KW  installed 
Next  150  KWH  per  month  - 5c  per  KW  installed 
Over  200  KWH  per  month  - 2lAc  per  KW  installed 
Minimum  charges  - $1.80  gross;  $1.50  net 

Power  Rate 

Service  charge  - $1.00  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation  (one  meter 
H.P.  or  one  KW  in  heating  apparatus  to  be  considered  equal  to  1 KVA). 

Energy  charge: 

First  50  KWH  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation  - 5c  per  KWH. 
Next  50  KWH  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation  - ZVzc  per  KWH. 
All  over  100  KWH  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation  - l%c  per  KWH 

Discount  - 10%,  10  days  based  on  dollars  of  total  bill,  with  a minimum 
discount  of  30c  per  month. 

Minimum  charge  - $3.30  gross;  $3.00  net;  or  the  amount  of  the  service 
charge,  whichever  is  greater. 

16.  WATER 

Water  is  supplied  by  Calgary  Power  Limited  under  a franchise.  The 
water  is  obtained  from  two  wells  and  is  pumped  into  a 50,000  gallon  clear 
water  reservoir.  From  this  reservoir  the  water  is  pumped  into  a 10,000-gallon 
hydro-pneumatic  tank  which  feeds  the  water  mains. 

Water  Rates: 

A minimum  monthly  charge  which  includes  payment  for  monthly 
consumption  up  to  300  cu.  ft.  based  on  the  size  of  service  as  follows: 


% inch  pipe  $3.40  monthly 

3A  inch  pipe  $3.40  monthly 

1  inch  pipe  $6.70  monthly 

1 Vi  inch  pipe  $9.50  monthly 

IV2  inch  pipe  $11.50  monthly 

2 inch  pipe  $18.00  monthly 

2V2  inch  pipe  $25.00  monthly 

3 inch  pipe  $35.00  monthly 

4 inch  pipe  $50.00  monthly 

6 inch  pipe  $125.00  monthly 
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Next  2,700  cu.  ft.  used  per  month  - 40c  per  100  cu.  ft. 

Over  3,000  cu.  ft.  used  per  month  - 35c  per  100  cu.  ft. 

Water  Analysis  Parts  per  Million 

Total  Solids  1,450 

Ignition  Loss  230 

Hardness  440 

Sulphates  558 

Chlorides  12 

Alkalinity  380 

Nature  of  Alkalinity  - Bicarbonate  of  Lime  and  Magnesium 
Nitrites  Trace 

Nitrates  20 

Iron  0.3 

Remarks:  Chemically  this  water  is  unsuitable  due  to  the  high  nitrate 
content. 


17.  GAS 

Natural  gas  is  supplied  under  a franchise  by  Canadian  Western 
Natural  Gas  Company  Limited. 

Rate  No.  1 - General  Rate 

Available  to  all  customers. 

First  2 MCF  or  less  used  per  month  - $3.25 

All  additional  MCF  used  per  month  - 65c  per  MCF 

Minimum  monthly  charge  - $3.25 

When  accounts  are  not  paid  on  or  before  the  due  date,  the  charge  per 
MCF,  other  than  the  first  two  MCF,  shall  be  increased  by  4c  and  the  gross 
rate  so  arrived  at'  shall  apply. 

Rate  No.  2 - Optional  Rate 

Available  to  all  customers  whose  annual  consumption  is  more  than 
550  MCF  per  year: 

Fixed  Charge  - $12.50  per  month. 

Plus 

Commodity  charge  - 42c  per  MCF  per  month 
Minimum  monthly  charge  - $12:50 

Available  only  on  annual  contract,  which  shall  continue  from  year  to 
year  thereafter  until  either  party  shall  give  to  the  other  party,  at  least  30  days 
prior  to  the  expiration  of  any  such  year,  a written  notice  of  desire  to  termin- 
ate same,  whereupon  at  the  expiration  of  such  year  it  shall  cease  and  deter- 
mine. When  accounts  are  not  paid  on  or  before  the  due  date  ,the  charge 
per  MCF  shall  be  increased  by  3c  and  the  gross  rate  so  arrived  at  shall  apply. 

Rate  No.  3 - Off  Peak  or  Interruptible  Service  Rate 

Available  to  all  customers  whose  annual  consumption  is  more  than 
5,000  MCF  who  either  agree  to  use  no  gas  in  the  five  winter  months  of  Jan- 
uary, February,  March,  November  and  December,  or  who  agree  that  their 


consumption  in  such  months  is  subject  to  curtailment  or  interruption  if  the 
company's  gas  supplies  and  system  facilities  are  required  to  maintain  service 
to  customers  other  than  those  receiving  gas  subject  to  such  curtailment  or 
interruption. 

Fixed  charge  - $20.00  per  month 
Plus 

Commodity  Charge:  First  2;000  MCF  used  per  month-  30c  per  MCF. 

Next  2,000  MCF  used  per  month  - 27c  per  MCF. 

All  additional  MCF  used  per  month  - 24c  per  MCF. 
Minimum  monthly  charge  - $20.00. 

For  service  under  this  rate,  the  customer  agrees  to  curtail  or  discontinue 
the  use  of  gas  whenever  and  so  often  as  requested  to  do  so  by  the  company. 
The  company,  however,  if  circumstances  permit,  will  endeavour  to  give  the 
customer  advance  notice  of  curtailment  or  cut-off  by  telephone  or  otherwise. 

Customers  served  under  this  rate  must  give  satisfactory  evidence  of 
their  ability  and  willingness  to  discontinue  the  use  of  gas  during  periods  of 
curtailment  or  interruption  by  the  use  of  standby  facilities,  plant  shutdown  or 
otherwise. 

Gas  supplied  under  this  rate  will  be  separately  metered  and  not  used 
interchangeably  with  gas  supplied  under  any  other  rate. 


18.  L.  P.  GAS 

Heat  value  - 2,521  bt.u.  per  cu.  ft.  at  60°F. 

100  lb  cylinders  - $6.50. 

Bulk  - 12c  per  gallon. 

There  are  no  bulk  storage  tanks  in  the  town. 

19.  DIESEL  OIL 

Heat  value  - 135,000  to  140,000  b.t.u.  per  gallon  at  60°F. 

Summer  grade  - 17.2c  per  gallon. 

Winter  grade  - 18.2c  per  gallon. 

Storage  capacity  - 14,000  gallons. 

20.  COAL 

Coal  is  secured  from  the  Lethbridge  mine  and  from  local  mines  at  the 
following  rates  per  ton: 

Lump  Nut  Egg 

Lethbridge  $14.75  $13.75  $13.75  f.o.b.  shed 

Local  Mine  - mine  run  $9.50  delivered. 

21.  RESOURCES 

Wheat  and  coarse  grains,  horses,  cattle,  sheep  and  hogs,  dairy  pro- 
ducts, poultry  products,  sugar  beets,  vegetables,  honey,  wool,  sand  (common), 
gravel,  straw. 
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22.  GOVERNMENT  OFFICES  AND  SERVICES 
Federal 

Post  Office 

Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police  Detachment 

Provincial 

Alberta  Government  Telephones 

Municipal 

Town  Hall,  housing  municipal  offices  and  fire  department;  Secretary- 
Treasurer;  Public  Works  Foreman;  Police  Department;  Fire  Department;  Board 
of  Health  with  Medical  Health  Officer;  Public  Library;  Municipal  Cemetery. 


23.  HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  Magrath  Municipal  Hospital  District  No.  29  has  28  beds  and  three 
bassinettes.  The  hospital  is  staffed  by  a matron,  three  graduate  nurses  and 
five  ward  aides. 

Rate  per  day  is  as  follows:  Resident  - $1.50;  None-resident  - $11.00. 
Other  Health  Facilities:  two  resident  medical  doctors;  one  drug  store. 

24.  PROFESSIONAL  AND  SKILLED  PERSONAL  SERVICES 

(Excluding  Health  Services) 

Type  of  Service  No.  of  Establishments 

Barbers  1 

Beauty  Parlors  1 


Magrath's  hospital  is  modem,  well  equipped 
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25.  TRANSPORTATION 

Canadian  Pacific  Railway  - one  train  each  way  every  other  day  ex- 
cept Sundays,  between  Lethbridge  and  Hillspring  via  Magrath. 

Greyhound  Bus  Lines  - two  buses  each  way  daily  between  Lethbridge 
and  Cardston  via  Magrath. 

Trucking  service  - daily  to  Lethbridge  and  Calgary. 


26.  NEWSPAPERS 

Nil. 


27.  COMMUNICATION 

Alberta  Government  Telephones;  Canadian  Pacific  Telegraph;  Post 

Office. 

Nearest  Radio  Station  - 21  miles  at  Lethbridge  CJOC. 

Nearest  TV  Station  - 21  miles  at  Lethbridge  CJLH-TV. 


28.  FINANCIAL  FACILITIES 

Bank  of  Montreal. 


29.  HOTELS 

Magrath  - No.  of  Rooms  - 20;  Single  Rate  - $1.50  up. 
Beer  License  - no. 


30.  TOURIST  CAMPS 

Nil. 


31.  CHURCHES 

L.D.S.  (Mormon)  two;  Lutheran;  Roman  Catholic;  United. 


33.  SERVICE  CLUBS 

Chamber  of  Commerce;  Lions. 


34.  SOCIETIES  AND  ASSOCIATIONS 

Alberta  Teachers'  Association;  Federal  Liberal  Association;  Rod  and 
Gun  Club;  Red  Cross  Society;  Social  Credit  Organization;  Co-op  Wool  Growers 
Association;  Young  Men's  and  Young  Women's  Mutual  Improvement  Associa- 
tions. 


35.  EDUCATION 

The  Magrath  School  District  No.  620  is  a unit  of  the  St.  Mary's  Division 
No.  2.  Grades  1 to  12  are  taught  along  with  the  following  subjects:  Drama, 
Art,  French,  Home  Economics  and  Shop.  There  are  eight  school  buses  pro- 
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viding  transportation  for  the  rural  students.  The  school  population  is  made 
up  as  follows: 


Grades 

No.  of  Teachers 

No.  of  Pupils 

Elementary 

1-  6 

11 

287 

Junior  High 

7-  9 

5 

141 

High 

10-12 

5 

112 

THEATRES  AND  HALLS 

Capacity 

Stage 

Piano 

Park  Theatre 

500 

yes 

yes 

Assembly  Hall  (L.D.S.) 

500 

yes 

yes 

Seminary  Hall 

500 

yes 

yes 

United  Church  Hall 

300 

yes 

yes 

37.  CULTURAL  ACTIVITIES 

The  Magrath  Public  Library  is  supported  by  the  town,  provincial  gov- 
ernment grant,  service  clubs  and  membership  fees.  The  library  is  open  every 
Monday,  Tuesday  and  Friday  from  2 p.m.  to  6 p.m.  and  on  Wednesday  from 
12  p.m.  to  4 p.m.  There  are  approximately  4,966  volumes  in  the  library. 

Other  activities:  Dramatic  Club;  Art  Club;  Shakespeare  Club;  Church 
and  school  activities. 


38.  YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 
Boys 

Scouts 

Cubs 

Young  Men's  Mutual 
Improvement  Association 


Girls 

C.G.I.T. 

Brownies 

Guides 

Young  Women's  Mutual 
Improvement  Association 


This  modern  brick  school  serves  pupils  from  a wide  area 
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39.  SPORTS 

Basketball;  Baseball,  senior  and  junior;  Badminton;  Golf;  Hockey,  sen- 
ior, junior  and  pee-wee;  Softball;  Swimming;  Curling. 

Facilities 

Swimming  pool. 

Covered  curling  rink  with  two  sheets  artificial  ice. 

Open  air  skating  and  hockey  rink. 

Nine-hole  golf  course. 

School  auditorium  for  basketball  and  gymnastics. 

40.  FAIRS 

One-day  annual  sports  event. 

41.  HISTORIC  SITES 

Cairn  to  commemorate  the  building  of  the  first  irrigation  canal  1899-1900. 

42.  CO-OPERATIVES 

Canadian  Co-op  Wool  Growers  Association;  Co-op  General  Store;  Co-op 
Cold  Storage  Lockers;  Co-op  Farm  Machinery  Distributor;  Alberta  Wheat  Pool; 
United  Grain  Growers. 


43.  INDUSTRY  AND  BUSINESS 
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Auto  Dealers  

See  Garages 

Grain  Elevators  

..  5 

Total  Cap. 

Bakeries  

1 

l 

1 

1 

500,000  1 

Bushels 

Banks  

1 

— 

— 

— 

Hardware  Stores  ....  

..  1 

— 

— 

1 

Barbers  ... 

......  1 







Hotels  . 

..  1 







Beauty  Parlors  ... 

1 

_ 





Implements  - Farm  

..  4 
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Books  and  Stationery  .. 

See  Drug  Stores 

Insurance  & 

Butchers  ... 

......  2 

— 

— 

2 

Real  Estate  

..  4 

— 

— 

— 

Building  Contractors  ... 

....  2 







Lumber  Yards  

..  3 



3 

3 

Blacksmiths  ....  ... 

......  1 

l 

— 

1 

Livestock  Buyers  ....  

..  1 

— 

Cartage  Deliveries 

......  2 

— 

— 

Machine  Shops  

_ 1 

1 

• — 

1 

Clothing  - Men's  .. 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Oil  Distributors  

..  2 

— 

2 

— 

Clothing  - Women's 

Painters  & Decorators  ... 

..  2 

— 

— 

■ — 

& Childrens  ....  .. 

......  1 

— 

— 

1 

Pool  Rooms  

. 1 

\ — ■ 

— 

— 

Canneries  (Vegetable) 
Coal  Dealers  .. 

....  1 

l 

1 



Propane*  Gas  Dist. 

2 



2 

2 

......  1 

1 

1 

Radio  Repairs  _ 

._  2 



2 

Cold  Storage  Lockers 

......  1 

_ 

1 

1 

Restaurants  

. 4 

— 

— 

Doctors  .1 

......  2 







Seed  Cleaning  Plant  

. 1 

1 

1 



Drug  Stores  ....  ... 

1 



. 

1 

Shoe  Repairs  

. 1 

1 

Electrical  Appliances 

..  1 





1 

Sporting  Goods  

. See 

Hardware 

Electrical  Contractors 

......  2 

, — 

— 

Sash  & Door  Factory  .... 

. 1 

1 

1 

Feed  Lots  .. 

......  1 

. — 

— 

— 

Theatres  

. 1 

— 

— 

. — 

Furniture  Stores  

..  2 





2 

Welding  

See  Machine  Shoos. 

Garages  and 

Blacksmiths 

Service  Stations  ... 

......  6 

. — 

— 

6 

Woollen  Mills  

1 At  present 

General  Stores  ... 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Closed 

44.  SITES 

Residential  sites,  and  industrial  sites  adjacent  to  trackage  are  available, 
and  can  be  served  with  all  utilities. 


45.  INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT 

The  Magrath  Woollen  Mill  began  operations  in  1939  and  continued  to 
operate  until  1960.  The  plant  today  is  idle  but  it  is  hoped  that  operations 
will  soon  start  again. 

The  Alberta  Canning  Company  started  operations  in  1944.  This  com- 
pany was  financed  by  capital  from  Utah  and  today  the  building  and  equip- 
ment is  worth  in  the  neighbourhood  of  $500,000.  Peas,  beans,  corn,  carrots 
and  beets  are  the  chief  vegetables  used,  and  during  a season  the  cannery 
ships  over  90,000  cases  of  these  products. 

In  1949  Tanners  Building  Supplies  commenced  a sash  and  door  factory. 
This  is  one  of  the  largest  plants  of  its  kind  in  Alberta  and  their  product  is 
shipped  to  the  east. 

The  area  served  by  Magrath  is  devoted  largely  to  the  production  of 
wheat,  cattle  and  sheep  on  a large  scale.  However,  there  is  considerable 
irrigation  in  the  district  and  the  production  of  sugar  beets,  canning  crops,  etc., 
add  a measure  of  stability  to  business  endeavours. 

In  1956  census  figures  showed  that  for  the  district  as  a whole,  farms 
in  the  municipal  district  of  Cardston  averaged  880  acres  in  size,  230  acres 
under  crop  and  160  acres  in  fallow.  The  livestock  population  per  farm  con- 
sisted of  70  cattle,  88  sheep,  18  pigs  and  156  domestic  poultry.  Forty-three 
per  cent  of  all  farms  consisted  of  760  acres  or  more;  81  per  cent  were  electri- 
fied. Seventy-six  per  cent  of  all  the  farm  land  occupied  was  owned  by 
operators. 

46.  TRADING  AREA 

The  trading  area  extends:  10  miles  north;  30  miles  south;  5 miles  east; 
12  miles  west. 

47.  POPULATION 

Trading  area  population,  1956  census  - 3,861. 

Town  population,  1956  census  - 1,382. 

Town  population,  June  1960  - 1,370  estimate. 


This  canning  plant  is  a town  industry 
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